
Every celebration needs a little glitter and shining lights to get the party 
started! Combine batik methods, new Blick Liquid Watercolor glitter colors, 
and origami to create festive string light covers that are truly dazzling. No 
two lights will be the same, and together they have the power to transform 
ordinary spaces into magical wonderlands, one glittering light at a time.
Dorland’s Wax Medium is a non-yellowing mixture of resin and pure beeswax 
and has a variety of applications. For this project, it is employed as a resist, 
allowing extra light to shine through. Blick Liquid Watercolor glitter colors 
are packed with iridescent glitters and concentrated color, and have a thick, 
almost gel-like consistency, making them the perfect paint for this application. 
Colors can be made more transparent by adding a mixture of glue and water, 
which also helps strengthen the paper to make folds crisper and the origami 
box stronger. 
Detailed instructions with diagrams are provided below, illuminating every 
step of the origami process. 

Note: Instructions and materials are based upon a class size of 24 students. 
Adjust as needed.  

Preparation 

1.	 Cut chipboard into 10" x 13" pieces. Need one piece per student. 
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Required Materials
Roylco Color Diffusing Paper, 50 sheets, 9" x 
12" (12602-1013); need one sheet per student
Utrecht Chipboard, 30" x 40", 0.08" thick 
(13145-8030); need three sheets
Dorland's Wax Medium, 16 oz (00428-1016); 
share one jar across class
Richeson Plastic Painting Knives, choice of 
sizes and shapes (03105-); need one per 
student
Blick Scholastic Wonder White Synthetic 
Brushes, short handle, scrubber, choice of 
sizes (06711-); need one per student
Blick Liquid Watercolors, set of 8 glitter 
colors, 8oz (00369-0309); share one set 
across class
Blick White Glue, 16 oz (23882-1006); share 
one bottle between four students
Creativity Street Craft Sticks, box of 1,000 
(60401-1001); need at least one stick per 
student
Richeson Paint Cup, package of 100 (03317-
0100); need one per student
Richeson Rectangular 6-Well Tray, (03068-
1006); need one per student 
Blick Scholastic Ox Hair Brushes, short 
handle, round, size 12 (05866-1012); need one 
per student
 Optional Materials
Sakura Cray-Pas Expressionist Oil Pastels, 
transparent extender (20012-0100)

Ready to order materials?  
Go to www.DickBlick.com/lesson-plan/decorative-origami-lights to access a product bundle for your convenience. 

Decorative Origami Lights

Bring shimmer  
and shine to your 
celebration with 
collabortive decorative 
lights. 
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Process
1.	 Place a piece of chipboard underneath a sheet of Roylco Color Diffusing 

Paper to protect the working surface below. Working on a rigid surface will 
also make moving the sheets to dry easier.   

2.	 Use a scrubber brush or palette knife to apply Dorlands Wax medium to 
Roylco Color Diffusing Paper. Abstract patterns will work best, as the wax is 
difficult to see until it has soaked into the paper, leaving what looks like an 
oil stain. Additionally, any representational imagery would be changed by 
folding the paper in later steps.  

3.	 Allow the wax to dry for approximately 15 minutes. 
4.	 Blick Liquid Watercolor glitter colors are thick and highly concentrated. 

Although they can be used straight from the bottle for most applications, they 
should be diluted so the light can shine through once the lantern is folded. 
Diluting with only water thins the paint too much, causing the glitter to fall off 
when the origami box is folded. Adding only white glue will make the color 
more transparent when dry but too thick to work with when wet. Creating a 
mixture of both water and glue, however, creates the perfect balance.
•	 To prepare the paint mixture, first mix one part Blick White Glue with one 

part water in a Richeson Paint Cup. Stir the mixture with a craft stick.  
•	 Fill the wells of a Richeson Rectangular 6-Well Tray halfway with up to six 

glitter colors. Fill the rest of the well with the water and glue mixture. Stir 
the mixture with a craft stick.

5.	 Use a soft brush to apply the glitter paint mixture onto the paper. Allow the 
paint to dry fully before moving onto the next step. 

6.	 For origami, paper must be square. Trim the paper to a 9" square. You can 
use a paper trimmer to measure and cut, or create a square by folding and 
cutting. To fold a rectangular sheet into a square, bring one corner of the 
shorter side to meet the opposite long edge, forming a right triangle. Cut off 
the remaining rectangular strip of paper. The leftover piece can be saved for 
another project or cut into smaller squares to make mini origami boxes. 

7.	 Follow the origami box fold directions on the following page.
8.	 To place over string lights, gently pull up at one side of the open seam of the 

box while pushing down on the other side. This will allow enough room to slip 
the box over the light. 

9.	 Finally, plug in the light strand and hang to enjoy. 

Options
—	 For younger students, use Sakura Cray-Pas Expressionist Oil Pastels 

transparent extender instead of Dorland's Wax Medium. 

National Core Arts Standards - Visual Arts
Creating 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.

Step 2: Use a soft brush to apply the glitter 
watercolor with glue and water mixture onto the 
paper.

Step 1: Use a scrubber brush or palette knife to 
apply Dorlands Wax Medium to Roylco Color 
Diffusing Paper. 
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Ready to order materials?  
Go to www.DickBlick.com/lesson-plans/

 decorative-origami-lights  
to access a product bundle for your convenience.

Step 3: Cut the paper into a square and follow the 
origami box directions on the following page.
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