


Preparation

1.

View paintings and drawings by Georgia O'Keeffe and discuss the
artist's choices. For example: what did she choose to focus on?
What did she choose to leave out?

Students will select a subject to study and explore. It's best to
choose an item that they may already have a connection to.
Examples might include a backpack, shoe, or a favorite food item.
Avoid items that are 2-dimensional, such as photos or books. To
further explore Georgia O'Keeffe's ideas, the subject could be an
object from nature.

Cut illustration board. Each student will need one 8" x 10" piece.
Cut remaining board into pieces approximately 2" x 3" (does
not need to be exact). Plan on providing a minimum of 10 of the
smaller pieces per student.

Process

1.

Make a viewfinder using one of these methods:

e Cut strips card tock. Each student will need two strips
approximately 1.25" x 4" and two approximately 1.25" x 4.5".
Glue, tape or staple the corners together to form a frame.

¢ Cut a viewfinder opening from a piece of card stock using a
craft knife.

* For a viewfinder that can be used over and over again, a plastic
Viewcatcher is adjustable and long lasting.

* Using a cell phone camera, take closeup reference photos..

View the subject from as many angles as possible, filling the frame
and holding it close to the subject. Make sketches of what is seen
through the frame onto the smaller cards. Use pencil, pen, marker
or other drawing media. Sketches can be made quickly and
refined later.

While viewing and sketching, keep a piece of note paper at hand.
Write down any descriptive words that come to mind. What
words would be used to describe what is seen and felt as the
subject is studied? For example: round, soft, sharp, rough, shiny,
etc.

Step 1: Make a view nder or use a cell
phone camera to capture multiple, close-up
views of chosen subject. Create sketches.

Step 2: Make a list of sensory words that
describe the subject. Create text that
visually represents the words.

Step 3: Assemble words and sketches into
a dimensional collage.

Ready to order materials?
Go to www.DickBlick.com/lesson-plans/
observe-like-okeeffe to access a product bundle
for your convenience.
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4. After the cards are filled with sketches, return
to the list and write down words that describe
what other physical senses notice about
the subject. Is there a smell or sound ==
associated with it? =

5. Choose a few of the words from the list
and create text that visually describes each
word. Text can be drawn on remaining cards
(cut as needed) or designed using materials
that match the word. For instance, the word
"round” might be drawn with balloon-style
lettering. "Rough” might be drawn on burlap
and "shiny" could incorporate metallic markers
or foil.

6. Create a collage by gluing the sketches, words,
and other objects onto an 8" x 10" piece of
illustration board. For emphasis, place small
scraps of illustration board or other materials
beneath cards so that the collage has a variety of
dimension. Pieces can overlap and be positioned
horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

Option

After completing steps 1-4, select one sketch
and 1-2 sensory words. Create a painting

from that sketch that also emphasizes the
descriptive word. For example, build up textures
to represent roughness or emphasize highlights to
communicate shine.

National Core Arts Standards - Visual Arts

Creating
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.

Presenting
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artwork.

Responding
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Connecting
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal
experiences to make art.

B L I C K®a rt materials soo-447-8192  picksiick.com 3.


http://www.dickblick.com

